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2 epignosis

his is one of the misunderstood Tstatements of the Old Testament 
prophets. “Behold, his soul which 

is li�ed up is not upright in him: but THE 
JUST SHALL LIVE BY HIS FAITH” (Hab. 2:4). 
This par�cular statement has been 
associated with ge�ng a naturally, 
materially or financially produc�ve life 
here on earth by faith. The fact is nothing 
was said by the writer to suggest such 
slant.

These were words Prophet Habakkuk 
received as he stood upon his watch to see 
what God would say to him. The Lord 
asked him to write the vision he saw 
down. What vision was he asked to write 
so everyone who read would run with it? 
To find an answer to this ques�on, a 
background to the vision Habakkuk had 
will serve as our compass.

 The book of Habakkuk is a three chapter 
book. Chapter one chronicles the 
observa�on and bi�er complaint of the 
prophet concerning the injus�ce and 
iniquity among the na�ons and the fact 
that God's eyes were purer to behold evil 
and could not look upon this iniquity (Hab. 
1:13). Then in chapter two, as earlier 
stated, Habakkuk stood upon his watch to 
see what God would say to him as he 
further expressed his frustra�on in 
expecta�on of God's reprove. He saw a 
vision of the just coming to life by “his 
faith” with the earth filled with the 
knowledge of the glory of God as waters 
cover the sea (Hab. 2:14). This was the 
vision of the prophet! He complained, 
ranted and then prophesied about what 
would be. Chapter three contains his 
prayer, there were no complaints nor 
rants in this chapter. He however prayed 
about a revival of God's work which he 
called salva�on and spoke forth the joy 
and rejoicing this salva�on would bring 
even in the midst of emp�ness and lack of 
natural or material produc�vity. Pay 
a�en�on to his words “Although the fig 

tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit 
be in the vines; the labour of the olive 
shall fail, and the fields shall yield no 
meat; the flock shall be cut off from the 
fold, and there shall be no herd in the 
stalls: Yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will 
joy in the God of my salva�on” (Hab. 
3:17-18).

The concluding words of the prophet 
show to us vividly that the faith he spoke 
about in chapter two was in the salva�on 
of the Lord which God would revive as His 
work in “our day” irrespec�ve of physical 
or material wellbeing. He chose to rejoice 
in the LORD God of his salva�on. This is 
the superiority of faith in the salva�on of 
the Lord over human comfort and 
pleasure and not as a means to get 
comfort and pleasure.

And as we journey through the epistles 
which are the clearest and well explained 
por�ons of the en�re sixty six books of the 
bible, the prophecy of Habakkuk becomes 
very clear as daylight! Knowing full well 
that the writers of the epistles only had 
Genesis to Malachi as their study 
materials, they quoted copiously from 
them to explain the salva�on of the Lord 
which had been spoken ahead of �me by 
the prophets (1Pet. 1:8-11). The end of 
this faith is salva�on of our souls (beings).  
It has nothing to do with making a living 
out of faith or running one's daily affairs 
by faith. It is faith in the salva�on of the 
Lord. The two writers (Paul the Apostle 
and the unknown writer of the book of 
H eb rews )  w h o  q u o ted  H a b a kku k 
bu�ressed the fact that God's work of 
salva�on is solely received by faith “For I 
am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: 
for it is the power of God unto SALVATION 
to every one that believeth; to the Jew 
first, and also to the Greek. For therein is 
the righteousness of God revealed from 
faith to faith: as it is wri�en, THE JUST 
SHALL LIVE BY FAITH” (Rom. 1:16-17). 
“But that no man is jus�fied by the law in 
the sight of God, it is evident: for, The just 

shall live by faith” (Gal. 3:11).

A man can only become just or righteous 
on the grounds of Christ's faith. “Even the 
righteousness of God which is by faith of 
Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them 
that believe: for there is no difference: To 
d e c l a r e ,  I  s a y ,  a t  t h i s  � m e  h i s 
righteousness: that he might be just, and 
the jus�fier of him which believeth in 
Jesus” (Rom. 3:22,26). God has the 
preroga�ve to jus�fy anyone who believes 
the work of salva�on wrought by His Son 
Christ Jesus.

The writer of  Hebrews succinctly 
summarised it all by saying “For yet a li�le 
while, and he that shall come will come, 
and will not tarry. Now the just shall live 
by faith: but if any man draw back, my 
soul shall have no pleasure in him” (Heb. 
10:37-38). Therefore, when Prophet 
Habakkuk said “For the vision is yet for an 
appointed �me, but at the end it shall 
speak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait 
for it; because it will surely come, it will 
not tarry”(Hab. 2:2-3), the vision that 
would not tarry was a He! He that would 
come and not tarry was Jesus, the author 
(originator) and the finisher(completer) of 
faith (Heb. 12:2). The prophet said “the 
just shall live by “his” faith” whose faith? 
Christ's faith! It is “in Him” the just 
receives his life!
 No wonder, the writer of Hebrews said, if 
anyone draws back from this truth, his 
soul would not have pleasure in him. 
“Drawing back” would mean “not 
believing that the sacrifice of Jesus for sin 
was the only recommended sacrifice for 
sin! But he said “... we are not of them 
who draw back unto perdi�on (unbelief) 
but of them that believe to the saving of 
the soul (Heb. 10:39).  This is the 
knowledge that Prophet Habakkuk said 
would fill the earth as waters cover the 
sea! The knowledge that will bring glory 
only to God! 
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3epignosis

n 1 Timothy 4:1, Apostle Paul warned Ithat “some shall depart from the faith 
giving heed to seducing spirits and 

doctrines of  devils” who are these 
“some”, believers or unbelievers?

This is a chapter in one of the pastoral 
le�ers of Apostle Paul. He wrote this 
le�er to his son in the faith (chapter 1 vs2) 
by the name Timothy. One whom he said 
had known “...his doctrine, manner of 
life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, charity, 
pa�ence, persecu�ons, afflic�ons...” (2 
Tim. 3:10-11).
The message, the substance, the 
meaning and the intent of this le�er are 
encapsulated in the body of the le�er 
that the reader does not have to do any 
elaborate compara�ve study of the le�er 
with other wri�ngs of the author. In 
seeking the meaning of a text, context 
remains the king. One major rule of bible 
interpreta�on is this, usage of a word in a 
context might not be it's usage in another 
context. Contextualising a word gives 
clarity to that word.
The subject verse was an instruc�on of 
the Spirit to the church. 
 “Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that 
in the la�er �mes some shall depart from 
the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, 
and doctrines of devils” 1 Tim 4:1 KJV
“ BUT THE [Holy] Spirit dis�nctly and 
expressly declares that in la�er �mes 
some will turn away from the faith, giving 
a�en�on to deluding and seducing spirits 
and doctrines that demons teach” 1 Tim 
4:1 AMP

“But the Holy Spirit tells us clearly that in 
the last �mes some in the church will turn 
away from Christ and become eager 
followers of teachers with devil-inspired 
ideas”1 Tim 4:1-2 TLB
“The Spirit makes it clear that as �me 
goes on, some are going to give up on the 
faith and chase a�er demonic illusions 
put forth by professional liars”  (from THE 
MESSAGE)
In studying this verse within the context 
of the le�er, it is worthy to note that there 
are two important words that the writer 
frequently used not too far away from 
each other in the body of the le�er. The 
words are SOME and FAITH. It is obvious 
Paul's warning was to these people, 
concerning these people and against 
these people. And the main crux was the 
ma�er of faith which he emphasised 
again and again. As a ma�er of fact, the 
word “faith” was used 19 �mes. Faith in 
Paul's le�ers to Timothy and Titus was in 
rela�on to Christ and His Message which 
forms the doctrine of the church. Hence, 
you will observe that he calls the words of 
faith good doctrine which makes one a 
good minister of Jesus Christ (1Tim. 4:6). 
Paul emphasized the significance of 
good/sound doctrine in these le�ers.  
The word “doctrine” was used 8 �mes in 
1 Timothy, 4 �mes in 2 Timothy and 4 
�mes in Titus, 16 �mes altogether.
Now having said this, let's go back to 1 
Timothy 4:1.  
“...SOME shall depart from the FAITH...”
Similar statements like this can be found 
in chapter 1 
“...Charge SOME that they teach no other 
doctrine neither give heed to fables and 
endless genealogies which minister 
ques�ons, rather than godly edifying 
which is in FAITH: so do” (1 Tim. 1:3-4)

“Now the end of the commandment is 
charity out of a pure heart, and of a good 
conscience, and of FAITH unfeigned: 
From which SOME HAVING SWERVED 
HAVE TURNED aside unto vain jangling; (1 
Tim 1:5-6)”
“Holding FAITH, and a good conscience; 
wh ich  SOME HAVING PUT  AWAY 
C O N C E R N I N G  FA I T H  h av e  m a d e 
shipwreck: Of whom is Hymenaeus and 
Alexander; whom I have delivered unto 
Satan, that they may learn not to 
blaspheme”. (1 Tim 1:19-20).

“Having damna�on, because they have 
CAST OFF THEIR FIRST FAITH” (1Tim 5:12) 
Here Apostle Paul was referring to the 
younger widows who become idle and 
busybodies. These widows should not be 
supported by the church.
Then in chapter 6
“For the love of money is the root of all 
evil: which while SOME coveted a�er, 
THEY HAVE ERRED FROM THE FAITH, and 
pierced themselves through with many 
sorrows” (1 Tim 6:10).
“O  T i m o t hy,  ke e p  t h at  w h i c h  i s 
commi�ed to thy trust, avoiding profane 
and vain babblings, and opposi�ons of 
science falsely so called: Which SOME 
professing HAVE ERRED CONCERNING 
THE FAITH. Grace be with thee. Amen”(1 
Tim 6:20-21).

Also in his second le�er to Timothy, he 
referred to some believers/ministers 
who have erred from the truth and have 
also overthrown the faith of some. He 
men�oned Hymenaeus and Philetus as 
examples of such (2 Tim. 2:16-18).
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Did you no�ce the usage of the words 
“some” and “faith” in these verses 
almost in a similar version? This pa�ern 
makes us see explicitly that the “some” 
he was equally referring to in chapter 4 
that would depart from the faith were 
believers. These were people he had 
earlier men�oned have swerved and 
have turned to vain jangling.  The issue 
was that they had turned or they were 
going to depart from the faith. They 
erred from the doctrine of Christ by 
giving heed to another doctrine which 
he calls doctrines of devils.
 In verse 3, he says one of the teachings 
they would embrace was abs�nence 
from meats which God created to be 
received with thanksgiving by believers 
who knew the truth. He was s�ll 
referring to these believers because they 
had once been exposed to the truth. 
How did Paul know all these? Because it 
had already started happening. That was 
why he said Timothy should charge some 

that they teach no other doctrine! 
These people were in the church. Their 
departure from the faith was not a 
departure from the church, they were 
s�ll members of the church. 

 The Greek word for “shall depart” is 
“Aphistemi” used 15 �mes in the New 
Testament books of the bible. And it 
means to remove, that is, (ac�vely) 
ins�gate to revolt; usually (reflexively) 
to desist, desert, etc.: - depart, draw 
(fall) away, refrain, withdraw self.

But you will also no�ce its applica�on 
differs from context to context. Also, 
one of the root words for “aphistemi” is 
“apo” and it denotes separa�on, 
ceassa�on, departure, comple�on. 
Same word is the root word for 
apotheomai used for “having put 
away” in 1 Tim 1:19. This infers that the 
words “shall depart” and “having put 
away” come from the same root word 

and carr ies  the same shade of 
meaning.

Based on this explana�on, Apostle Paul 
was not referring to unbelievers when 
he said “some shall depart from the 
faith” The context does not suggest 
such. These were obviously believers 
who had yielded to another Gospel like 
Paul warned when he wrote to the 
Corinthians and Gala�ans ( 2 Cor 11:4, 
Gal 1:6-9). It is very possible for a 
believer to depart from the faith of 
Christ. The Gala�an church departed 
from the faith by giving heed to those 
who corrupted the Gospel of Christ. 
Paul’s le�er was to call them to 
repentance.
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