
“Moreover, brethren, I declare unto 
you the gospel which I preached unto 
you, which also ye have received, and 
wherein ye stand; By which also ye are 
saved, if ye keep in memory what I 
preached unto you, unless ye have 
believed in vain. For I delivered unto you 
first of all that which I also received, 
how that Christ died for our sins 
according to the scriptures; And that 
he was buried, and that he rose again 
the third day according to the 
scriptures”(1Co 15:1-4).

Faith in God is imparted via the 
hearing of the Gospel of Christ, ''so 
faith comes by hearing, and hearing 
by the word of Christ (Rom 10: 17 
NHEB) and this faith of God is faith in 
the death, burial and resurrection of 
Jesus. 

When Jesus died on the cross, He 
became man's sacrifice for sin. John 
the Baptist, being the last prophet of 
the Old Testament said these words 
when he saw Him “…Behold the 
Lamb of God which taketh away the 
sin of the world”(Jh 1:29). Justice 
demanded that a sinner pay the 
ultimate price for his sins “Behold, all 
souls are mine; as the soul of the father, so 

On an account of this sacrifice, 
man was acquitted of all guilt and 
wrong doing. Man was made free 
from judgment and condemnation. 

And having disarmed the powers and 
authorities, he made a public spectacle of 
them, triumphing over them by the cross. 
Therefore do not let anyone judge you 
by what you eat or drink, or with regard to 
a religious festival, a New Moon 
celebration or a Sabbath day. These are a 
shadow of the things that were to come; 
the reality, however, is found in 
Christ. (Col 2:15-17).

We saw earlier in 1st Cor 15:1-4 
that the gospel centers on the death 
burial and resurrection of Jesus. The 
work of redemption was not 
complete without the resurrection of 
Jesus and consequent ascension into 
the heavens. …they shall scourge 
him, and put him to death: and the 
third day he shall rise again (Lk 
18:33).

The peak of this event was the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead. The Bible in fact, hinges the 
authenticity of our faith on this fact 
“And if Christ be not raised, your 
faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins. 

The centrality of Christian faith is Christ's death, burial and resurrection. It was this event that 
brought to fore, faith in God. Take this event out of the Christian Faith, then you have nothing at all. 
The message is a by-product of that event which we boldly call the Gospel of Christ. The Gospel is 
described in the Scriptures precisely as Christ's death, burial and resurrection.

also the soul of the son is mine: the soul 
that sinneth, it shall die. (Ezek. 18:4). 
“For the wages of sin is death; but the 
gift of God is eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom. 6:23).

 He therefore being man became 
the substitute for the sins of humanity 
''For he hath made him to be sin for us, 
who knew no sin; that we might be made 
the righteousness of God in him” (2Co 
5:21).

Just when Jesus was to yield unto 
death on the cross, he said, “IT IS 
FINISHED”. However, the work of 
redemption was not done, it was 
going to be completed only after he 
had been buried, raised from the dead 
and ascended into heaven. What was 
finished then? The requirements of 
the Law. They had to be fully met, the 
ultimate sacrifice of all the sacrifices 
of the Old Testament had been 
offered. Jesus fulfilled or satisfied the 
righteous demands of the law like He 
said He would (Matt. 5:17; Lk 24:44).
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The four gospels recorded the 
account of this event where Jesus 
quoted this important prophecy. 
Although there are striking 
similarities in the accounts of 
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John but 
each gives us peculiar information 
that brings the event into a 
complete perspective. It's a 
pattern in the synoptic gospels 
that the information that is lacking 
in one about an event, the other 
provides. Therefore, it is 
imperative that a reader carefully 
reads the account of a story in all 
the four gospels to get a full or 
clear picture of what transpired.

The account goes thus... Jesus 
came into the temple and found 
those who sold and bought. He 
overthrew the tables of the money 
changers. In fact, John's account 
says He made a whip. Jesus knew 
they were there, most likely He had 
seen them there several times 
before but this time around, He 
came prepared to do something 
about it. Then He said “It is written, 
My house shall be called the house 
of prayer; but ye have made it a den 
of thieves”(Matt. 21:13). Now pay 

attention to what He did next after 
making this statement. Matthew 
recorded that He healed a lame 
man who came into the temple. 
Mark alluded to the fact that the 
Scribes and the chief priests 
planned to kill Him but when they 
saw that the people were 
astonished at His doctrine, they 
abandoned their plan( Mk. 11:18). 
Luke stated that He taught daily 
from that time in the temple (Lk. 
19:45-47). John gave us a snippet 
into what He taught “Jesus 
answered and said unto them, 
Destroy this temple, and in three 
days I will raise it up. Then said 
the Jews, Forty and six years was 
this temple in building, and wilt 
thou rear it up in three days? But 
he spake of the temple of his 
body. When therefore he was risen 
from the dead, his disciples 
remembered that he had said this 
unto them; and they believed the 
scripture, and the word which 
Jesus had said” (Jn. 2: 18-22).

Pay attention here, What did 
Jesus do after He said “My house 
shall be called the house of prayer” 
Mark, Luke and John recorded that 

He taught! He did not lead prayer. 
What did He teach on? The 
destruction of the temple and its 
rebuilding in three days. Those 
who were present thought He 
meant the physical temple from 
where He chased out the money 
changers. No, the temple was His 
body. The house of prayer was His 
body. He only used the Solomon's 
temple as a type of His physical 
body. The writer of Hebrews says 
“Wherefore when he cometh 
into the world, he saith, 
Sacrifice and offering thou 
wouldest not, but a body hast 
thou prepared me” (Heb 10:5). 

This means that when He said 
“My house shall be called a house 
of Prayer” He inferred that the 
house was His body as much as He 
referred to the term “prayer” as an 
offering of himself and not 
necessarily requests. This 
statement was quoted from 
Isaiah's prophecy like we 
mentioned earlier. And Isaiah 
spoke of burnt offerings and 
sacrifices being accepted at the 
altar for “...mine house shall be 
called the house of prayer for all 
people...”. He was speaking 
concerning a perfect body which 
became a perfect offering for all 
people. It was Jesus' body! The 
house was His body and the 
prayer was the offering of the 
same for the redemption of all 
men. “For there is one God, and 
one mediator between God and 
men, the man Christ Jesus; Who 
gave himself a ransom for all, to 
be testified in due time” ( 1Tim. 
2:5-6).EP

WHAT DID JESUS MEAN WHEN HE SAID, 

“My house shall be called a house of Prayer”?

What house was He referring to? Did He mean a physical building or was 
there more to what He meant? A house of prayer? What kind of prayer? Is it a 
place where requests are made to God concerning human needs? In 
proffering answers to these questions, let's establish the fact that Jesus 
quoted this statement from Isaiah's prophecy “Even them will I bring to 
my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of prayer: their 
burnt offerings and their sacrifices shall be accepted upon mine altar; 
for mine house shall be called an house of prayer for all people” (Isa. 
56:7). The way prayer would be offered as recorded here is that burnt 
offerings and sacrifices would be accepted, the people would be joyful as a 
result of this. For my house shall be called a house of Prayer for all people. 
This was foreshadowed by the sacrifices offered in the Old Testament for 
the sins of the people.



true member of the Body of Christ until 
you are a member of a local church. A 
believer cannot grow spiritually without 
being a member of a local church no 
matter how he studies the bible. Why? 
Because it affords him to not only hear 
the Word but also trained to do the 
Word. The purpose of hearing the Word 
is so that you can act on the Word. 
Ministry is the end result of being well 
taught. It is in a local church that you are 
sharpened and shaped into what God 
has called you to be. No one outgrows 
spiritual growth. Maturity is not a 
permanent status, it's an ongoing 
process. 

We have been looking at the ABC of 
church membership in this series. We 
stopped at letter M in the last edition. 
Let's examine what letters N to S stand 
for.

·  This 
is otherwise known as discipleship. 
Jesus said after His resurrection 
“Therefore go and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and the Son 
and the Holy Spirit teaching them 
t o  o b e y  e v e r y t h i n g  I  h a v e  
commanded you. And remember, I 
am with you always, to the end of 
the age ( Matt. 28:19-20 NET). This 
is an express instruction from the 
Head of the Church to us all. We 
have been instructed to nurture 
young believers and new converts. 
You follow them up closely by 
teaching them what you are being 

N – Nurture others spiritually: 

taught (2 Tim. 2:2). What you 
consistently teach others becomes 
part and parcel of your life. Also, the 
local church grows numerically 
through the culture of discipleship.

·
around your membership: This 
should not be done the other way 
round. Your membership activities 
come before  your  personal  
activities. Learn to prioritise 
spiritual activities. A serious 
member does not attend the 
meetings of his local church 
because he has some spare time, he 
attends as a matter of duty and 
commitment. It is worth noting that 
s o m e  b e l i e v e r s  c l o s e  t h e i r  
businesses i.e. shops, chambers 
once it is time for midweek bible 
study. No meeting called by your 
local church is optional. The early 
church in the book of Acts met daily! 
No wonder they were attuned to 
spiritual things. Deacons preached 
and healed the sick. Ananias, a 
disciple without a title was available 
to minister to Saul who was later 
called Paul after his dramatic 
spiritual encounter on the way to 
Damascus. Efficiency in ministry 
s t e m s  f r o m  c o n s i s t e n c y  i n  
attending your local church 
meetings. 

· P – Pray without ceasing: (1 Thess. 
5:17) – A simple instruction yet 
powerful. The local church rests on 
the foundation of prayer and it is 

O – Organize your activities 

sustained by it. The New Testament 
teaches selfless and ceaseless 
prayer. Prayer and evangelism are 
not meant to be departments in a 
New Testament church, every 
member must be involved. We pray 
not because we feel like praying but 
b e c a u s e  w e  h a v e  b e e n  
commanded to do it. We pray for 
the salvation of the unsaved, the 
spiritual development of the saved 
and utterance and deliverance for 
the ministers of the Gospel. (I Tim 
2:1-4; Rom 12:11-12; Col. 4:12; Eph. 
6:18-19; Acts 6:4. I Cor. 14:18. II 
Thess.3: 1-2). Selfless prayer is the 
greatest type of prayer. Make sure 
you attend and participate in prayer 
meetings.

· The 
w o r d  “q u e s t ” s u g g e s t s  a n  
overwhelming pursuit. Always seek 
to get better in your Christian walk 
and church membership. Get better 
at  what  you do,  never  get  
complacent in the local church. 
Complacency often leads to 
lethargy and apathy. Crave to outdo 
yourself in all that you do for the 
Lord.

· R – Respect, Receive and Restore: A 
local church is not a place where we 
take each other for granted. There 
must be mutual respect. Do not 
take your relationship with people 
for granted. Church is a place for 
supernatural relationships. Always 
see it as a divine connection (Rom. 
12:10; Eph. 5:21). Honor one 
another, love others genuinely, 
learn to receive from others. Be a 
good receiver, even when you feel 
the giver needs more, still receive 
what is offered. Have an attitude of 
gratitude. Restore those who are 
c a u g h t  i n  a  f a u l t / s i n  w i t h  
understanding and maturity (Gal. 
6:1). People change when they see 

Q – Quest for improvement: 

“For as many of you have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ” (Gal. 3:27). 
This baptism is spiritual. It means we have been immersed into Christ by the Spirit ( 1 
Cor. 12:13). So we go by the name of Christ (2 Cor. 6:15). Christ Jesus has become our 
identity. God sees us in Christ (1 Cor.6:17). The local church is the physical 
representation of this spiritual reality . 

The word “church” was used 118 times in the bible. Now, 14 of these usages were 
references to the Body of Christ (the church at large) which is spiritual in nature. The 
other 104 mentions refer to the local church. Emphasis was laid more on the local 
church than on the global church. The local church is what gives shape to the body of 
Christ. The local church gives credence to the body of Christ. You are not said to be a 
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Spirit given. Hallelujah! "Where, O 
death, is your victory? Where, O 
death, is your sting?" The sting of 
death is sin, and the power of sin is 
the law. (1Co 15:55-56)

Christ has made us free from the 
curse of the law, having become a 
curse for us… in order that we 
through faith might have the Spirit 
which God had undertaken to give 
(Gal 3:13-14 BBE) 

The giving of the Holy Spirit 
was a direct consequence of His 
resurrection and ascension, which 
the Scriptures describe as His 
glorification. Jesus was raised from 
the dead, not just so we could come 
unto God, but so that God could 
come into us. Access for the Holy 
Ghost to indwell man was granted 
because Jesus was raised from the 
dead and ascended to the Father. 
Hallelujah!

Then they also which are fallen asleep in 
Christ are perished. If in this life only we 
have hope in Christ, we are of all men 
most miserable. But now is Christ risen 
from the dead…” (1Co 15:17-20).

Truly he was raised from the 
grave on the third day by the glory of 
the Father. …"You are looking for 
Jesus the Nazarene, who was 
crucified. He has risen! He is not here. 
See the place where they laid him. 
(Mar 16:6 NIV)

Man was justified and declared 
free from sin by the resurrection of 
Jesus. ''But for us also, to whom it shall 
be imputed, if we believe on him that 
raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead; 
who was delivered for our offences, 
and was raised again for our 
justification'' (Rom 4:24-25).

Death was whipped, the grave 
couldn't hold Him down. The curse of 
sin was broken and consequently, the 
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 …It is expedient for you that I go 
away: for if I go not away, the 
Comforter will not come unto you; 
but if I depart, I will send him unto 
you. (Joh 16:7)

In the last day, that great day of the 
feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any 
man thirst, let him come unto me, and 
drink. He that believeth on me, as the 
scripture hath said, out of his belly shall 
flow rivers of living water. (But this 
spake he of the Spirit, which they that 
believe on him should receive: for the 
Holy Ghost was not yet given; 
because that Jesus was not yet 
glorified.) (John 7:37-39).

N o w  h e  i s  r i s e n ,  a l i v e  
forevermore and we are alive in Him 
as much as He is alive in us. …that 
like as Christ was raised up from the 
dead by the glory of the Father, even 
so we also should walk in newness of 
life (Rom 6:4).EP

an affirmation of God's love expressed by the brethren. These folks shouldn't be avoided but restored. However, we avoid 
those who are rebellious to spiritual leadership and those whose lifestyle of sin is a public knowledge especially after they 
have been corrected.

· Never leave a local church because you were offended either by what the Pastor said or by what a 
fellow member did. Note this, the devil is after your church membership. Always seek to leave the right way. The right way is to 
exhaust the channels of resolving the matter as prescribed by the scriptures. If you must leave, don't bang the door because 
you may need to go through that door again. You are allowed to leave a local church for another on the grounds of lack of 
spiritual growth. We submit to leadership not because the leader is always right but because the bible instructs us to do it 
(Heb.13:17; II Cor. 8:5). Be honest with your leader because evil and error thrive in secrecy.

S – Submit to Leadership: 

EP

<<continued from the first page<<
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Editor’s Note: This teaching will be concuded in the next edition. It was culled from an audio teaching series titled “How to Take Your Place in the Body of Christ.”
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