
The Psalmist says “The heaven, 

even the heavens, are the LORD'S: 

but the earth hath he given to the 

children of men”(Ps. 115:16). This 

verse does not say “God lives in 

the heavens”, rather it says they 

belong to Him, they are His. In fact, 

the earlier verse clarifies this “Ye 

are blessed of the LORD which 

MADE heaven and earth” (Ps. 

115:15). He made the heaven, in 

other words, a creator predates or 

exists before His creation. He 

certainly existed before what He 

created existed. So whenever you 

see “heaven” mentioned in relation 

to God in the scriptures, it does 

not necessarily suggest that it is 

His place of habitation but a 

description of His authority or 

dominion. Heaven is not a 

geographical location, it is a sphere 

of spiritual authority.

Let's see more instances “He that 

sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: 

the Lord shall have them in 

glory of heaven. The fact is, heaven 

and earth were created for men 

not for God. The new creation, the 

heart of the believer in Christ is 

actually where God has always 

desired to live in (1 Cor. 3:16, 6:19, 

2Cor. 6:16). “Heaven is His throne” 

would mean an operation of 

authority.

Based on this understanding, 

Psalm 115 verse 16 becomes 

clearer to us. The heavens are 

God's sphere of authority and this 

authority is exercised on the earth 

by men. The earth He has given to 

men to exercise His authority. His 

will is done on earth as it is done (a 

settled matter) in heaven (Matt. 

6:10). And Christ Jesus, a Man, 

came as an expression of the 

fulfilment of that will on the earth. 

Heaven's authority is expressed on 

the earth by men! The decree of 

God is carried out on the earth by 

men through prayer. It is an act of 

turning God's intention to reality. 

God has a plan for the earth today. You are part and parcel of that plan. His plan cannot come to pass on 
the earth without your involvement. A plan is an intention, a purpose or a counsel, that which a person 
determines to do. God cannot accomplish anything on the earth except someone asks Him. John 
Wesley, the founder of Methodist movement succinctly stated “ It seems God is limited by our prayer 
life. God can do nothing for mankind unless someone asks Him” This means no matter how beautiful 
the plan of God is for the earth, it will never come to fruition without the cooperation of those who live 
there.

derision” (Ps. 2:4). “Sitting in 

heaven” does not mean God has a 

golden chair in heaven like an 

earthly king which he seats upon. 

No, that description is an 

expression of authority. “For ever, 

O LORD, thy word is settled in 

heaven” (Ps. 119:89). Did you 

notice that? It says His Word is 

settled in heaven. His Word is what 

He says, what He utters, His 

authority expressed in words is a 

settled matter. Heaven is a realm 

of eternal settlement, a position of 

concluded reality. Isaiah also says 

“Thus saith the LORD, The heaven 

is my throne, and the earth is my 

footstool: where is the house ye 

build unto me? And where is the 

place of my rest?” (Isa. 66:1) 

Stephen quoted this verse in his 

sermon recorded in Acts 7. Let me 

ask you a question, if heaven were 

God's habitation, why was He 

looking for a house to dwell or a 

place of rest? I thought He would 

be content with the majesty and 
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process. The more we pray, the 
more we will walk in the 
consciousness and fulfilment of 
the plan of God for our lives.

Prayer is labour. It is done by 
believers ceaselessly and selflessly. 
In the epistles, we are instructed to 
pray this way. Majority of the 
prayers recorded in the epistles 
was done by believers for other 
people. Paul exemplified this. He 
prayed for the spiritual 
development of other believers ( 
Gal. 4:19, Eph. 1:17-23, 3:14-
20,Phil. 1:9-12, Col. 1:9-11). 
Remember, spiritual growth is the 
plan of God for a believer after 
salvation. And it is the 
responsibility of believers to birth 
it in the hearts of men through 
prayer.

Prayer changes lives and 
situations. It changes the mindset 
of the one praying too. Instead of 
murmuring and complaining about 
people and situations, why don't 
you pray? Why don't you bow your 
knees in prayer? There is nothing 
that is too small or too big to pray 
about. This is how we unleash the 
power of God within us to effect 
changes in situations and 
circumstances. We order the 
course of nature as we pray. 
Apostle James says “The earnest 
(heartfelt, continued) prayer of a 
righteous man makes tremendous 
power available [dynamic in its 
working]” (Jam. 5:16b AMP). It's 
time to pray. EP

You shall decree a thing and it shall 

be established unto you (Job. 

22:27-28).

Salvation is the will of God. Healing 

is the will of God. Evangelism is the 

will of God. Spiritual growth is 

God's plan. The local church is 

God's intention for the earth today. 

And all these are birthed through 

the womb of prayer. Prayer is how 

men process the plan of God. 

Nothing gets done on the earth 

without prayer.

Let's look at the plan of God 
concerning salvation. Though it 
was God's plan for a Saviour to be 
sent to the earth yet men had to 
pray for its fulfilment. “Now a man 
named Simeon was in Jerusalem. 
This man was righteous and 
devout. He was waiting for the 
one who would comfort Israel, 
and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 
It had been revealed to him by the 
Holy Spirit that he would not die 
until he had seen the Lord's 
Messiah. (Lk. 2:25-26 ISV) Simeon 
waited for the one that would 
comfort Israel. The word “waiting” 
here does not connote idleness, it 
is an activity of prayer. No wonder, 
when he saw baby Jesus, he knew 
He was an answer to his prayer. 
The next thing he did was to 
prophesy concerning what this 
baby had come to the earth to 
accomplish! 

There was another person who 
processed the plan of God through 
prayer. Her name was Anna, the 
Prophetess. “Now Anna, a 

prophetess, was also there. She 
was a descendant of Phanuel from 
the tribe of Asher. She was very 
old, having lived with her husband 
for seven years after her marriage 
and then as a widow for 84 years. 
She never left the Temple, but 
continued to worship there night 
and day with times of fasting and 
prayer. Just then she came 
forward and began to thank God 
and to speak about Jesus to 
everyone who was waiting for the 
redemption of Jerusalem. (Lk. 
2:36-38 ISV). She was a widow for 
84 years! And she spent all these 
years praying and fasting. This is 
amazing! 84 years of processing 
the plan of God through prayer.

God trusts a believer who prays 
more than the one who is eager to 
preach or prophesy without a 
prayer life. Do you know why? You 
cannot pray accurately without 
receiving a desire or an instruction 
to preach or prophesy. Prayer is 
the engine room of the work of 
ministry. Jesus told His disciples to 
pray the Lord of harvest should 
send forth labourers into his 
harvest field (Matt. 9:38). In the 
next chapter it was recorded that 
He sent them out to preach! There 
is no way you will pray about 
something and you won't be 
involved in its fulfilment. Simeon 
and Anna were obviously involved! 
They saw the answer even though 
they did not see the culmination of 
the fulfilment immediately, to 
them seeing that baby in the 
Temple was as good as the deed 
being done. They were part of the 
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The term “Body”  is used to describe 
components of completeness and 
stability. “And ye are complete in him, 
which is the head of all principality and 
power…” (Col. 2:10) “… wherein he hath 
made us accepted in the beloved.” As 
members of the body of Christ, you 
must learn how to take your place. 
Taking your place means you are active 
not passive. If you are not a member of a 
local church, you are just a wanderer, 
just on a stroll. Your potential as a 
member of the body will not be realized 
until  you become a committed  
member of a local church. The local 
church is God's idea of transformation 
and functionality. The local church is 
about a people.

Let's continue to look at the ABC of 
church membership. We stopped at 
letter G in the previous edition. Letter H 
stands for

igh Expectations, High 
Contributions: As members of a 
local church, we should have high 
expectations. The kingdom of God 
runs on the engine of expectation. 
“Expectation…” they say, “…is the 
mother of manifestation.” As a 
member of a local church, if you 
expect more spiritual nourishment 
from your local church, you will 
re ce i ve  m o re.  A n d  a s  yo u r  
expectation, so should your 
contr ibution.  Some become 
members of a local church and they 
criticize everything. From the 
reception of the ushers to the 

· H – H

preaching of the pastor. They want 
everything they see or hear to be 
perfectly done the way they have 
imagined it. The problem is, such 
people are contributing little or 
nothing. If there is anything you 
observe that is not properly done, 
God wants you to be  part of the 
solution. There is nothing wrong 
with having high expectations in 
church to receive, to learn and  be 
blessed but make sure your 
contribution is commensurate with 
your expectation. How do you 
contribute to your local church? By 
joining the work force, regularly 
attending meetings and acting on 
instructions you are given. 

Imbibe a team spirit: This is an 
attitude which says, “the gain, the 
pain, the joy, the sacrifice, the 
discipline that go into getting the 
job done are all mine to partake”. 
Team spirit says, this is my attitude; I 
am in this for a long haul. Every 
leader looks out for that person who 
carries the same passion as he does. 
Team spirit says “I'm available and 
involved.” Your default setting when 
you join a local church should be “I 
do what they do.” What they do, of 
course, must  be consistent with the 
written Word.

Joyfully serve, share and relate 
with others: The modus operandi of 
the kingdom of God is joy. Serve the 
Lord with gladness, the Psalmist 
says (Ps.100:2). When we come to 

· I – 

· J – 

church meetings, we ought to 
deliberately forget about our pains, 
sorrow, losses, challenges etc. We 
come rejoicing. Church gathering 
ought to be a joyful place (Rom. 
14:17). Don't wear your problems 
on your face. We worship and serve 
joyfully. Our pains or challenges are 
nothing to be compared with the 
sacrifice of Christ for our redemp-
tion. The atmosphere we create in 
our meetings is determined by 
what everyone brings. We all have 
spiritual things to share and receive 
(I Cor.14:26).

Keep Yourself from Contamina-
tion: Whenever a group of people 
come together as a church and you 
are part of them, you must avoid 
any element of spiritual contamina-
tion or pollution. A contamination is 
an impurity gotten from another. It 
could be an offence, a bad attitude 
towards leadership, a lifestyle of sin 
etc. Church is not a place for perfect 
people but a place for perfecting 
people. We are being perfected by 
God's word (II Tim. 3:16-17). Beware 
of those who have unrealistic 
expectations also. When contami-
nation sips in, it does not only sink 
an individual, it sinks the whole 
group gradually.

“… but ye, beloved, building up 
yourselves on your most holy faith, 
praying in the Holy Ghost, keep 
yourselves in the love of God, looking for 
the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto 
eternal life.” (Jude 20-21).

He said here that our roots run deep into 
the soil of our faith (that is persuasion, 
doctrine, teaching etc) in Christ. And to 
do this, we must   

(i) Pray in the Holy Ghost. It helps to 
keep your mind pure. Don't join 

· K – 

How do you Keep Yourself from 
Contamination?

In the past two editions, we have examined what the body of Christ 
is and the importance of church membership. We saw that church 
membership is synonymous with taking your place in the body of 
Christ. This is the place for you, It's a place of victory. It's a place of 
triumph, a place where you walk in the reality of all that the Father 
has provided for you in Christ. The body of Christ is not a mystery. If 
it was a mystery before, the physical gathering of the believers in 
Christ unlocks that mystery. What was not visible is now visible! 
The Body of Christ is spiritual and the local church gives expression 
to it. 

How To Take Your Place 
In The Body Of Christ 
(ABC of Church Membership)

Part 3
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Word of God. Always apologize if 
someone says you wrong them. 
Being offended does not portray a 
person bad, it only shows that 
he/she is immature. Learn to 
accommodate people with their 
flaws. When you are offended, go 
meet the offender, let him/her 
know you were offended by an 
utterance or action, then the 
offender realizing his fault should 
apologize and reconciliation is 
initiated (Jam. 5:16). 

Let me show you how offence works. It 
begins with bitterness which leads to 
unforgiveness. And unforgiveness 
produces segregation from other 
believers i.e. the offended stops 
attending meetings and this culminates 
in sowing seeds of division in those who 
listen to him/her. An offended person is 
a wounded person who often time goes 
about spreading his wounds with 
others. When you are offended, don't 
keep it to yourself, share it with 
someone in authority over you 
preferably a pastor. Don't go about 
sharing it with people you know cannot 

people in discussions that are not 
edifying. 

(ii) Be conscious of the love of God

(iii) Stay busy – Idleness is a culture 
m e d i u m  f o r  g o s s i p s  a n d  
contamination (2Thess. 3:10-12).

(iv) Protect ourselves – Don't keep 
company with people who gossip 
around (2 Thess. 3:14-15). Don't 
hang around those you know can 
infect you with their bad lifestyle.

Let go of any offence / 
b i t t e r n e s s  /  a n g e r  t o wa r d s  
anyone: – Don't hold such against 
anyone. When offences come, don't 
allow them to take root. Learn how 
to deal with offences. Offence (Grk. 
Skandalon) means a stumbling 
block, a trap, a cause to stumble. In 
Luke 17, Jesus said offences will 
come. How you handle offences 
determines if you are growing 
spiritually or not. There will be 
reasons to be offended. So when 
s u c h  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  p re s e nt  
themselves, don't become agitated. 
See it as a period to practice the 

· L – 
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proffer a solution to it. Offences come as 
a reaction to something said or done by 
another party either consciously or 
otherwise. Therefore, watch it and nip it 
in the bud before it grows. Learn to let 
go (Eph. 4:25-32), be tenderhearted, 
forgive others as you have been forgiven 
in Christ. Don't become a channel 
through which others get offended.

Mind what you say to others: 
Mind your words. Understanding 
how relationship works helps us to 
curtail our excesses. The bible says a 
friend loveth at all times and a 
brother is born for adversity (Prov. 
17:17). And mind how you live, what 
you say, what you do. Live by 
example. Think through before you 
speak; don't go to places that will 
portray you in a bad light even 
when you want to preach the 
gospel. We must be careful how we 
live our lives. Let your behavior not 
be a hindrance to others, don't 
cause others to stumble because 
they are watching you. 

· M – 

EP

In the early hours of this morning 

The Lord began to deal with me about the year 2019

He began to open my eyes to see year 2019 and as 

it were

I stood on the mountain 

As it were, I looked into the future and I saw what 

the year would look like

I see impossibilities becoming possibilities 

I see... I see

I stood on that mountain and I saw the future

I saw the days ahead and I saw the months ahead

Oh... I saw, I saw clearly and my eyes were fixed on 

the things that are yet to be

My eyes were fixed on the things that look 

impossible yet will become possible 

Then I said to them, I said “eh... this is heaven that 

I'm seeing here”

This is the spiritual overtaking the natural

It's going to be a year of HEAVEN ON EARTH 

There will be a swallowing up...

On that mountain where I stood, I saw....I saw year 

2019 like a bulldozer clearly... clearing... clearing 

difficulties... clearing impossibilities... that was 

what I saw

To the congregation:

Lift up your hands and give Him praise

That's what I saw... That's what I saw... That's what 

you should see!

Say Father, we believe we receive 

Hallelujah 

I said, the year 2019 is a year of Heaven on earth 

Hallelujah 

His Reality swallowing up your reality, the spiritual 

overtaking the natural, the Gospel of Christ 

overtaking the traditions of men

Blessed be God... 

It's a year of HEAVEN ON EARTH 

EP

This is the Gospel of Christ overtaking the religion 

and the traditions of men

This is what I can see

I can see a figure here...

I see the clarity of the future... the plan of God 

coming to pass

The will of God being exercised through us

I see... and I said “Oh Lord, what does this mean?”

He says “The heaven represents My reality....the 

earth represents your reality” “My reality...” sayeth 

the Spirit of the Lord, “...will swallow up your 

reality...”

The circumstances that look so impossible, that 

look so daunting will bow ...will bow in total 

submission to the reality of the Spirit 

It's a year of swallowing up

It's a year of swallowing up

The year 2019 will swallow up the things that 

looked impossible in 2017, 2018

The following  concerning year 2019 were delivered 
Sunday morning 4th November, 2018 @ the MARARABA CENTRE of 
Christ Revealing Church.

Words of Prophecy
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Editor’s Note: This teaching continues in the 
next edition. It was culled from an audio 
teaching series titled “How to Take Your Place 
in the Body of Christ.”
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